[Change in liver size caused by antitubercular combination therapy].
In 23 patients undergoing antituberculous combination treatment, an ultrasonographic study of the dimensions of the liver was carried out every two weeks for the first two to three months of treatment. Starting with the fourth to sixth week on the therapeutic regimen, significant increases in the width of the left, and the length of the right liver lobes amounting to an average of 1 cm (11%) were established. Differences in the time course of changes in liver size were not to be found, neither in connection with adverse reactions, nor as a function of sex. Between the age of the patient and the depth parameters of the right liver lobe, however, significant positive regressions were observed with the course of treatment. Patients older than 40 years experienced a more marked increase in liver size under therapy. Patients with a history of alcohol abuse and those with side effects, have, on average, larger livers. Slow acetylators manifest a slightly greater increase in the size of the liver during treatment than do rapid acetylators. None of the patients investigated revealed any clinically relevant hepatotoxic side effects. There was no strict correlation between transient transaminase elevations and ultrasonographic changes in the hepatic architecture.